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A Message from the President:
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April—May

SEF is now officially 5 years old! During our first 5 years, SEF , an entirely volunteer organization, has been able to distribute over $90,000 in grants directly to Scarborough educators. This money has been put to good use through programs and classroom initiatives designed to promote academic excellence in Scarborough’s schools. A big thanks goes out to all present and past SEF board
members who have helped to make possible SEF’s accomplishments. Thanks also to our volunteers
who have helped make our fundraising events so successful year in and year out. In addition, a word
of thanks and appreciation to all of our local businesses who have made donations of goods and sponsorship monies toward SEF’s Harvest Celebration event. Lastly, a big thanks to our individual donors
whose contributions to SEF’s annual fundraising campaign have allowed us to continue to bring excellence to Scarborough Schools. Be on the lookout for SEF’s upcoming annual appeal—your continuing support provides the backbone of SEF’s success and is greatly appreciated!
Jeff Ertman, SEF Board President

SEF Annual Appeal

April 28th
Spring Grants Awarded

May 21st
Deadline to order
Balloons for Graduates
Online ordering at
tinyurl.com/SEFgraduationballoon

May 30—June 3
Operation Graduation
Balloon Delivery

SAVE THE DATE!

October 15th
5th Annual
Harvest Celebration

Questions? Comments?
Interested in volunteering
or sponsoring SEF?
Contact us!

Fall 2015 SEF Grants
SEF awarded over $16,000 in grants in the fall 2015 grant cycle including funding for a Vocational
Learning Greenhouse, Recovering the Classics: An Art and Literacy Project with Public Domain Books,
Sea Kayaking and Google Lit Trip for Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy, Music in Our Schools: Scarborough, Rousseau’s Rainforest & Reptiles, and Citizen Science Snowshoes.
 The Vocational Learning Greenhouse at the high school will be used for best gar dening
practices, environmental stewardship, science based outcomes, economic education, and acquisition of specific vocational skills.
 In Recovering the Classics, high school students will read books in the public domain then
paint, draw, or digitally render their interpretations of new covers for these classics. Newly
created book covers will be shared with the community in a culminating exhibit.
 At the middle school, GATES ELA students will take part in a sea kayaking trip to Malaga
Island in order to create a Google Lit Trip for the book Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster
Boy. This will be a collaboration with professors from USM.
 Music in Our Schools: Scarborough is a 4 year collabor ation between Maine Pops Concert Band and the Wentworth School Band, including musical instruction and concert performances.
 Rousseau’s Rainforest and Reptiles is a cr oss cur r icula pr oject integr ating science, ar t,
music, geography, storytelling, and writing including a study of Henri Rosseau and creation of
a rainforest mural, a presentation on Rainforest Reptiles, and study of indigenous rhythms for
5th grade students at Wentworth.
 Citizen Science Snowshoes for Students pr ovided snowshoes to suppor t year r ound collection of living plant and fauna data for the Wentworth School Citizen Science Project.
SEF is a 501(c)(3) organization that relies on the generous contributions of its donors to provide these
innovative grants. Donations can be made on the SEF website (www.sefmaine.org) at any time.
Thank you for your support!

www.sefmaine.org
info@sefmaine.org
@sefmaine
Wild animal footprint observed by
Wentworth’s Citizen Scientists

Wentworth Citizen Scientists in a
group snow shoe huddle!

Winter mouse house discovered
by Wentworth Citizen Scientists!!!
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SEF Needs YOU!
The success of SEF lies in the dedication and hard
work of its volunteers and board members. In
2016, SEF is looking to expand its Board and
grow its base of volunteers.
If you are interested in learning more about the
Board or volunteering for SEF—please email us at
info@sefmaine.org
The 4th Annual Harvest Celebration at Bayley’s Campground featuring the Don Campbell
Band was another huge success! The cold October temps didn’t stop SEF supporters from having
a great night—dancing, bidding on over 50 silent
auction items & catching up with friends. Planning
for next year’s Harvest Celebration is already
under way!

Operation Graduation
Balloon
In June 2016, we will celebrate Scarborough’s graduating seniors & promote community spirit! Family &
friends of Scarborough High School
graduates – let’s send a smile with a
“Congratulations Grad” Balloon.
Red 18” Mylar “Congratulations Grad” balloons will
be delivered & tied to Scarborough graduates’ home mailboxes the week before graduation ceremonies. A simple
note card will accompany each balloon. All proceeds will
benefit SEF to help us continue funding programs that fulfill
the vision of our Scarborough educators, stimulate creative
thinking and instruction and provide unique learning opportunities. The deadline to order is May 20th - Order Now!
Balloon orders can be placed at:
www.tinyurl.com/SEFgraduationballoon

Spring 2015 Grantee Update—Project Ukulele
Fourth grade students have been meeting once a month with musician Duncan Perry to learn
to play the ukulele. Children are also invited each Friday morning for additional instruction
and practice with Duncan and are allowed to use the ukuleles when they are in the Learning
Commons for their regularly scheduled class. There seems to be a core group of 12-15 students who participate regularly in the program and are really starting to sound good! Duncan
is hoping to lead the children to a point that they can perform for the schools, perhaps as
troubadours roaming the halls, or as lunchtime performers. Says Barb Merritt, a K-5 Resource Librarian and the SEF Grantee for this project, “We are all having fun with this!”

