News from SEF
M A R C H

UPCOMING
DATES

April—May
SEF Annual Appeal

April 30th
Community Dialogue
4:30-7:30pm
at Wentworth School.
For more information,
call 207-730-4100.

June 1st

Operation Graduation
Balloon
More details available soon on
www.sefmaine.org
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We are thrilled to be beginning our 4th year of providing grant money to Scarborough educators who continue to have creative and innovative ideas they’d like to
incorporate into their classrooms and curriculum. We have been honored to be able
to interact in this way with the Scarborough schools as well as with the Scarborough
community as we continue to increase awareness of our mission. SEF’s work to date
could not have been made possible without the integral support of our valedictorian
and event sponsors as well as individual contributors. Lastly, a HUGE thanks to the
faculty and staff of the Scarborough Schools whose passion and dedication to their
craft help to make the Scarborough schools a place where students can shine through
what they learn. We look forward to a fantastic 2015 and welcome your continuing
support!
~Jeff Ertman, SEF President

The Marsh Stories event held on January 7th at Wentworth School was
a wonderful celebration of a two month project that Wentworth faculty
members Maire Trombley and David Sloatman collaborated on with their
3rd and 4th grade classes.
Students took an active role & interviewed local elders who have lived,
worked and played in the Marsh. The 3rd and 4th graders looked at old
photos and heard stories from Bruce Thurlow, Becky Delaware and Linda
Woodard about clam digging and canning factories, ships navigating narrow channels, and the
bad old days when refrigerators and old tires were dumped in the Marsh. There were field trips
to the Marsh itself and the Audubon Society Center, to the Scarborough Historical Society, to the
Scarborough Public Library for research, and a chilly visit in early November to clam flats to experience clam digging firsthand. Students kept journals of writing and drawings based on the
stories they heard.
In December, students began painting a mural and developed a performance piece based on
these drawings and themes from their research. The mural is now a permanent piece in cafeteria
at Wentworth School. Video:
http://vimeo.com/116477427
This project was made possible by a SEF grant.

****

Captured in these photos:
visiting artists, Laurie
Downey and Gretchen
Berg, a student Marsh
Stories journal, two of the
murals the students
created which have been
permanently installed in
the Wolf Cub Café, and
an example of the live
performance art depicting
marsh life.
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Our 3rd Annual Harvest
Celebration at Bayley’s
Campground featuring
the Time Pilots was
another huge success !

THANK YOU from Mr. Wentworth’s class! The eBeam technology in Mr. Wentworth’s classroom has made it
easier for students to learn in the classroom. Students are more engaged in a lesson when they get to walk
up to the whiteboard and label a projected diagram, or write on the board a definition of a vocabulary word
that can be referred to later. A website called eBeam Connect may soon let students see and interact with a
copy of the whiteboard on their computers. Another helpful feature about the eBeam is that it is not fixed
like a eno board. It can be moved from classroom to classroom. After school, it has been often used by the
7th and 8th Grade Math Teams. The eBeam technology has been a helpful addition to Mr. Wentworth’s classroom.
~ Wes Chalmers, 6th grade student

THANK YOU notes from Mrs. Hart’s Blue Point Class !
The 12 Stability Balls (Alternative Seating) are used daily
in academic support in place of classroom chairs. These
balls are proven useful to those students who need to
move while they learn. Mrs. Hart was happy to share
that her students appear much more engaged and on task
while using the stability balls.
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